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Duke Otto von Solms
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The coat of arms

The fechtschul
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Militia vs mercenary

Loyalty, motivation, discipline

Shift from guild responsibility to household over 1500s
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Religious conflict and civil unrest
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Social stability

Manliness, cowardice

Bar fights

Threat against honor equals threat against life (Tlusty, p.69)
 

First blood
Thrusting





“Grocer Hans Müller from Mindelheim was 
teased by Christof Lang from Kirchdorf, for 
guarding the town gate without a gun, he 
responded by saying, “here’s weapon enough”, 
and attacked Lang with the flat of  his sword.”

– Martial Ethic in Early Modern Germany

“For although the thrust was permitted by our 
forefathers in earnest cases against the common 
enemy, yet not only did they not permit it in 
sporting practice, but they would also in no way 
allow it for their sworn-in soldiers or others who 
had come in conflict with each other, except 
against the common enemy, a custom that should 
still be observed today by honorable soldiers and 
by civilian Germans” 

– Joachim Meyer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grocer Hans Müller from Mindelheim was teased by Christof Lang from Kirchdorf, for guarding the town gate without a gun, he responded by saying, “here’s weapon enough”, and attacked Lang with the flat of his sword.”

Killing out of anger – Crime against the state – Death penalty

Flat strikes – Military ordinance
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Semi-professional

Forgetting the original spirit of sharing and helping

Awareness and stay humble in front of the sources and tasks ahead
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